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This paper presents a study of thc admissions and deaths of all cases of abortions admitted to the Government

Hospitals of Pcninsular Malaysia from tlre years 1960 - 19'72, Purinsular Malaysia has elevcn states and in each

starc rlrerc is onc large metropolitan type Gencral Hospital, a number of smalI Hospitals General or District typc,

main health centers, Sub-health centcrs and Midwives centers. With this cxcellent intra structure of health services,

thc problem cases are casily referred to a District or Gencral Hospital for trcatmcnt. Surgical procedures like evacuation

of thc uterus in spontaneous inconrplctc abortions, incvitablc abortions, rnisscd abortions or septic ilrcompletc

abortions wcre only carricd out at tlre District or Gcncral Hospitals.

Papcr prescntcd at thc 6th Asian Congrcss of Obstetrics and ()yrraccology on 23rd ltiy 1974 at

Krrala Ltrmpur,
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TABLE V YEAR/ ABORTION ADMISSIONS/ ABORTION DEATHS/RATE

YEAR ABORTION ADMISSION ABORTION DEATHS RATE

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1.965
1966
1967
1 968
t969
1970
l97t
r972

8724
9271
9993

10360
9694
9841
8830

tL331
11929
r2044
t2791.
13245
t4742

t3
24
JJ
)1

15
23
11

t7
24
22
27
11
t2

1.5/1000
2.611000
3.5/1000
2.611000
1.5/1000
2.311.000
1.217000
1.5/ 1 000
2.0/1000
1.8/1000
2.r11000
0.8/1000
0.8/1000

Table V showed that although there was an increase in the number of admissions for all types
of abortions from 8724 in 1960 to 14741 in t972, during the same.period the total e;eneral admissions
to Government Hospital in Peninsular Malaysia doubled, thus showing an actual fall in the incidence
of abortion cases. The mortality rate for abortions was highest in 1962 with 3.5 per 1000 and lowest
in 1971 and 1972 with 0.8 per 1000.

TABLE VI. SEPTIC ABORTIONS/YEAR/ADMISS IONS/DEA THS/RATE

Table VI showed that septic abortion is still an important causc of maternal deaths but
it is encouraging to note that therc has been a fall in the deaths from 23.4 per 1000 in 1968 to
6.6 per 1000 in 1,971 and 7.5 per 1000 in 1972.

Year Admissions Deaths Fl.ate

1960
1.961
1.962
1963
t964
1965
1966
1.967

1 968
1969
1.970
1971
1972

606
882

1062
967

1 100
774
539
689
8r8
976
8t4
756

r076

5

t7
18

t4
9

t2
7

I3
19
15

10

5

8

8.3/ 1000
19.211000
16.9/1000
14.5/1000
8.211000

1 5.5/ 1000
1 2.9/ 10oo
18.9/ 1000
23.411.000
15.4/ 1000
12.311000
6.6/1000
7.5/ 1 000
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TABLE VII YEAR/SPONTAN EOUS ABORTIONS SEPTIq ABORTIONS/
DELIVERIES IN GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL

WEST MALAYSIA

Table VII showed the pregnancy wastage that abortions account for in the Government
Hospital.

COMMENTS:-

1. Abortions is still a major problem in the
Government Hospitals of Peninsular Malaysia.

2. Abortions accounts for 10 to 12% of pregndncy
wastage in the Govcrnment Hospitals of Pcnin-
sular Malaysia.

3. The number of Hospital admissions for abor-
tions has increased over thc years.

4. The incidence of Hospital admissions for septic
abortion has shown a remarkable fall.

5. The reason for thc lowered incidence may
be due to

(i) With thc establishment of more private
hospitals, nursing homes and clinics, and in-
spite of the fact that pregnancy termination
is illcgal except where there are Medical indi-

cations, patients wanting Pregnancy termination
for socio-economic or personal reasons are
resorting more to the services of private clinics
and less to the services of the unqualified
abortiohists.

(ii) Family planning services are readily available
and women are spacing their pregnancies with
the result that there is a fall in the incidence
of unwanted pregrrancics.

6. Abortions, espccially septic abortions carry
a high morbidity and mortality

7. It is hoped that by raising the standard of
living, education on thc needs to space out
pregnancies and better utilisation of family
planning services, that women will rcsort less
to the services of the untrained abortionists
to terminatc an unwanted and unplanncd
Prcgnancy.

Induced
Septic Abortion.

Pregnancy
wastage in
percentage.

DeliveriesSpontaneous
Abortions.

1964
1 965
t966
1967
1 968
1.969

t970
1.97r

8 591
6067
8291

1.0672
11111
11280
11977
12489

1 100
774
539
689
818
764
8t4
756

83654
84292
87101
87761
89230
92583
86178

100523

10.38
7.50
6.zo

Lt.46
tt.79
11.51
1.2.92
r!.64
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